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WILD FIRE comes to Northeast Pennsylvania   

On April 20, 2016 Pike County witnessed first -hand what our friends in the 

west see each year.  I really never thought Pike County would be faced with 

a Montana -magnitude wildfire!  The day started out as a normal day.  There 

were a few small brush fires taking place in the county which is  normal for 

a spring day with low humidity.  The day also included a visit from PA      

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) Fire Warden 

Delling advising us the smoke we were seeing was from the Bear Town fire 

in nearby Monroe County.  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The afternoon was unusually quiet in the county even with the warm     

temperatures and low humidity. As the evening approached, conditions 

changed drastically. We received a call from Warden Turner. He was at the 

scene of a large woods fire and requested additional fire units from the 

county to  assist with fire attack.  
 

The county 9 -1-1 center dispatched an assignment that included two brush 

units and two UTV units to an area off Snow Hill road in Porter                   

Township, Pike County.  These units worked through the night trying to 

gain control of the rapidly growing fire.  As morning approached,  we were 

briefed on the size and rapid growth of the fire. That's when we realized we 

were not dealing with a normal Pike County brush fire. (continued next page)  
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BOOTS: PIKE COUNTY (continued from page 1)   

 

The morning of April 22 nd  saw more rapid fire 

growth and the weather did not cooperate with 

fire containment.  We decided to conduct morning 

briefings at 0700 in the Burnt Mills parking lot to 

review the fire growth and attack methods for the 

day. One of the first challenges was a radio      

system problem that was easily fixed by adding an 

antenna and repeater on High Knob 9 -1-1 tower 

that was less than five miles away.  Road closures 

were also a problem with the local residents            

moving barriers and driving in closed areas.   
 

These issues were corrected by state police and 

DCNR law enforcement.  The morning of April 

23 rd , fire units from PA, NJ and NY began to attack 

the fire. The crews were also assisted by a Hot 

Shot Crew from New Mexico. That isnôt a typo.  

Yes, a real Hot Shot Crew was operating in Pike 

County!  
 

The fire was also being attacked by the air as well 

with an assignment of five fixed wing air craft and                

two helicopters, two bull dozers and an                

assortment of  logging equipment cutting fire 

lines.  
 

If thereôs something to be learned with wildfires, it 

is not a matter of if, but when.  

For more information, contact :  
 

Tim Knapp, Director  

Pike County Office of Emergency Management  

Phone: (570) 296 -1911  

Email: tknapp@pikepa.org   

www.pikepa.org/oem.html  

 

LESSONS LEARNED  

 

1.  Western state type wild fires can and will    

happen in Pennsylvania!  

2.  Keeping the residents informed is a must.  The 

county has improved their new emergency             

notification system since this event.  

3.  Lodging for a large amount of people in a 

small county can present a problem (as           

witnessed during the Eric Frein Manhunt in 

2014).  Pike County has partnered with camp 

complexes handle future issues.  

4.  Pike County is partnering with different news 

outlets to assure that proper information is    

being disseminated.   

5.  Coordination of VIP visits is time consuming. 

Assign someone to handle the coordination 

task.  

6.  Drones can be both an asset and a hindrance.  

While drones were flying, firefighting aircraft 

are unable to complete their missions.  

7.  The ICS system and NIMS provided a common 

language, which is essential when coordinating 

multiple agencies.   

8.  Investigation and confirmation of smoke              

conditions was time consuming.  Smoke as far 

away as Orange County, NY needed to be           

investigated to confirm they were from the 16 

Mile Fire.  

9.  Clear direction was needed to coordinate             

responders from 16 different states.   
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